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Procedures:
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Philo teaches students to problem solve. Explain to students that when faced with a challenge
or a problem they must first figure out what the problem is, then come up with possible
solutions and then try those solutions.

Put the class into TEAMSs of 4-5 students.

Give each TEAM an equal amount of toothpicks and mini marshmallows. About 50
marshmallows and 65 toothpicks.

Challenge the TEAMSs to either make the tallest or most creative structure in 20 minutes.

Tell the class before they start building that they should TEAMstorm first and come up with a
plan of action.

They must also take turns on each TEAM to make sure everyone gets a chance to build a part
of the structure.

7. Give the TEAMs 20 minutes.
8.

At the end, if you were competing for most creative structure, have the TEAMs describe what
they made.
You can declare a winner or not.

Discussion Questions:

PpwnE

How did Problem Solving help you build a better structure?

Did you Problem Solve before you started building, during building, or both? How?
How was teamwork important for this activity?

What would you do differently next time?
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Marshmallow TEAM Challenge | TEAMology

Power up with Problem Solving and Service! | GIRL Power!
Power up with Creativity! | GIRL Power!

Finding Solutions | Arthur
Finding Solutions Video | Arthur
Cooperate | Arthur

Team Efforts | Arthur

Tower of Cows

Creative Problem-Solving Bingo: PreK and K | PBS KIDS
Creative Problem-Solving Bingo: Grades 1 and 2 | PBS KIDS

Teach Cooperation with Everyday Items | PBS Parents
5 Strategies to Help Kids Resolve Conflict | PBS Parents
How to Raise a Good Problem-Solver | PBS Parents

Another Tree Problem: Problem Solving | Peg + Cat

There IS a Way! | Daniel Tiger's Neighborhood

Resilience: Problem Solving Educator’s Guide | Sesame Street
That's Cooperation! | Sesame Street

Elmo and Abby Cooperate | Sesame Street

Song: Together We Can Get It Done | Sesame Street
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https://wqed.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/power-up-with-problem-solving/girl-power/#.YCl0OGhKg2w
https://wqed.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/power-up-with-creativity/girl-power/
https://wqed.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/arct14.pre.artconf/conflict-resolution/
https://wqed.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ac19-sel-difference/making-a-difference-arthur/#.YCl_D2hKg2w
https://wqed.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/arct14.pre.artcoop/cooperate/
https://wqed.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/arct14.pre.arteffort/team-efforts/
https://www.pbs.org/parents/printables/tower-of-cows
https://wqed.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/e480914a-a662-44e9-9ed9-ebbc7c9b14a3/creative-problem-solving-bingo-prek-and-k-pbs-kids/
https://wqed.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/creative-problem-solving-grades-1-2-media-gallery/learn-along-bingo/
https://www.pbs.org/parents/crafts-and-experiments/teach-cooperation-with-everyday-items
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/5-strategies-to-help-kids-resolve-conflict
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/how-to-raise-a-good-problem-solver
https://wqed.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/another-tree-problem-problem-solving-peg-cat/peg-cat-activity/
https://wqed.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/1a260c5b-473c-4787-9733-1277dc0dc01c/there-is-a-way/
https://cdn.sesamestreet.org/sites/default/files/media_folders/Images/Resilience_Edguide_Probsolve.pdf?_ga=2.32573563.45096184.1613329883-687972989.1609868587
https://wqed.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/sesame-thats-cooperation/thats-cooperation-sesame-street/
https://wqed.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/sesame-elmo-abby-cooperate/elmo-and-abby-cooperate-sesame-street/
https://wqed.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/sesame-song-together/song-together-we-can-get-it-done-sesame-street/

